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 In some very important ways, our God is an all or nothing kind of God.  When God asks 

for our love, God wants all of it: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  When God asks for commitment, God 

wants all of it.  ― Sheldon Vanauken (whose writings I will be referring to in the next couple of 

messages) writes, “It is not possible to be 'incidentally a Christian.' The fact of Christianity must 

be overwhelmingly first or nothing.  

 Now, what a Christian looks like varies – but whatever Jesus looks like in you and 

through you, the question is – are you all in? 

We are all or nothing Christians because we have an all or nothing God. 

Just before the Israelites were to march around the city of Jericho seven times, Joshua 

told the people: “The city and all that is in it are to be devoted[a]to the Lord… 18 But keep away 

from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of 

them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on 

it. 19 All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the Lord and must 

go into his treasury” (Joshua 6:17-19). 

But Achan… Achan - 21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia,[f] two 

hundred shekels[g] of silver and a bar of hold weighing fifty shekels,[h] I coveted them and took 

them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath” (Joshua 7:21).  

Achan and his family were stoned and burned.  And the valley within which they were stoned 

was called the valley of Achor, which means the valley of trouble.  A large pile of stones rose 

above the stoned and burned family – a reminder of God’s seriousness.  You see, when God 

says ‘all’, he means ‘all.’   

 When we left Gomer last week, she was living a double life… Part of her life was spent 

cooking and cleaning and raising the children in the home she shared with Hosea.  And part of 

her life was spent going after other lovers.  But one day, Hosea comes home to find Jezreel 

doing the dishes, Lo-Ruhammah coloring at the table, Lo-Ammi whimpering in the corner… and 
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Gomer is nowhere to be seen.  She was sick of the stress of the double-life and so she picked up 

and left.  Hosea’s heart sank.  Now he didn’t even have part of her – he had none of her.   

 
And his anger burned within him… And he gathered his children around him and, with 

tears in his eyes, said, “Rebuke your mother, Rebuke her!  For she is not my wife, and I am not 

her husband” (Hosea 2:2)!  But even as he says it, he knows, he knows that his desire for her is 

going to send him searching and scheming all the possible ways to win her back…  

As the days wear on, he catches snippets of what’s going on for her as he stands in the 

gate of the city.  The first one she was with treated her well enough.  She was fresh and new for 

him… but as she wandered from lover to lover, she made her way to the bottom of the barrel – 

and Hosea knew that Gomer was in need.  And so, he takes some bread that Lo-Ruhammah 

made, a cake of raisins, some blankets, and he sells some of her jewelry to come up with a 

pouch of silver…  
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And early one morning, he goes to the house where he heard she was staying – he knocks on 

the door, and her lover opens it.  “Is this the place where Gomer is?”  Suspicious and defensive, 

the man nods.  Here, Hosea says, here are some necessities, and a little extra.  Take care of her.  

He hands the satchel to the man, and he leaves. 

 And that evening, Gomer and her lover feast and he never tells her how he came by this 

windfall.  And she never asks.   She just assumes – assumes that the one she is with is the one 

providing for her. (v 5)   

 Sometimes this is how God will work to win you back.  It’s how he worked to win the 

Israelites back.  He kept providing for them, even in the midst of their adulterous shame as they 

flirted with other gods… He kept providing for them – and not just the bare necessities – but oil 

and wine and gold and silver… hoping to jog their memory… hoping they’d remember the 

source of every good and perfect gift. 

 But Israel took those gifts and used them to flaunt herself – or placed them at the foot 

of her lover, Baal. (v 13) That’s the risk God takes with us – the wealth he showers on us –it’s a 

risk.  His goal in showering us with wealth is that we will acknowledge his graciousness and then 

use those gifts to help the needy.  But instead, we show off our wealth, and pad our 

retirements and make ourselves more and more and more comfortable.  And because of the 

law of diminishing returns… what was first a treat becomes a necessity… and the definition of 

leisure and luxury keeps changing and becoming more and more extravagant.   

 God has another plan.  God’s love comes to us in all sorts of creative ways.  If lavishing 

us with gifts doesn’t bring us back (and in fact, drives us farther away), then God will find 

another way.  (verse 6) “Therefore I will block her path with thornbushes; I will wall her in so 

that she cannot find her way.”  
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The Hebrew word behind ‘block her path’ is found here and only one other place in the Old 

Testament.  The word is sok… and it can also be translated, ‘hedge in’.  The other place it is 

found is in Job… Where Satan says to God…  9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 

“Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have 

blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 11 

But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your 

face” (Job 1:9-11). 

 God uses hedges in various ways … in Job, he has hedged Job in and protected him… but 

here, God hedges his lover, Israel, in, so that she can no longer run into the arms of her lovers.  

A hedge is a curious impediment… In the case of Job, Satan – and others who would wish him 

harm – people could see across the hedge, but they couldn’t get to him.  In the case of Gomer, 

she can see over the hedge to those that she desires, but she can’t get to them.  God’s new way 

of loving Israel involves frustrating her.  “She will chase after her lovers but not catch them; she 

will look for them but not find them” (Hosea 2:7). 

If you are feeling frustrated, perhaps God is loving you creatively in this way as well… 

BOICE - “If you take the talents God has given you and then run away from him to seek 

whatever it is you want out of this life, God will first come gently to remind you that he is the 

source of the gifts you squander and that you are doing wrong to squander them.  But if you 

will not come to your senses through such a reminder, God will bring you up short so that you 

will not attain your desires” (27).  The hedge is not only a hedge of frustration, of course, the 

hedge is also a hedge of protection – protecting us from indulging in our evil desires… because 

achieving those desires will ruin us, you know… The hedge is meant to curb us and turn our 

attention back to him. 

 And if that doesn’t get our attention – if we just keep striving and striving away after 

unattainable desires, saying “I will go back to God” but not going, well – God has another plan.  

Therefore,  9 “Therefore I will take away my grain when it ripens, and my new wine when it is 

ready. I will take back my wool and my linen, intended to cover her naked body” (Hosea 2:9). 

God’s creative love to get us back sometimes includes completely removing provisions from us.   
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 In the case of Israel, there is a disciplinary edge to this removel – it says as much in the 

text. We need to be very careful, however, about naming things as disciplinary in our lives or in 

other people’s lives. Not all suffering is disciplinary. Bad things happen to good people that are 

not disciplinary (like Job). And people who are far from God wallow in provisions, this is not 

reward.  

Furthermore, this removal of possessions has a greater purpose… a purpose beyond 

discipline to the ultimate desire of God’s heart - - - to bring Israel back… to help her remember 

the time (like the prodigal son, like Gomer) when all was well… And look at verse 10: No one 

will take her out of my hands… His hands are bringing destruction – but these are the best 

hands to be in…. Ultimately, they are hands that ache to bring Gomer back. To bring Israel back. 

To bring us  back. 

So, I invite you to simply consider your story and wonder, How might God be creatively 

loving me back to himself? Has he removed something from me that is helping me to put my 

focus back on him? 

 And if this doesn’t get our attention – if we don’t turn back to him, remembering the 

God that we forgot – then God has another way to love us creatively.  (v 14) He says that he will 

lead us into the desert …   
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The desert, of course, is not a pleasant place… Remember verse 3  I will make her like a desert, 

turn her into a parched land, and slay her with thirst.  This doesn’t sound like a very nice God…  

This doesn’t sound like a very husbandly thing to do.  But remember – we have an all or nothing 

kind of God.  And sometimes the best place to get someone’s full attention is in the desert – 

when there’s nobody else around.  In the desert – where you are thirsty… In the desert, where 

you are parched… And sure enough, this trek into the desert is not to dump her there, this trek 

into the desert is for the purpose of having a one-on-one conversation within which God wins 

back the heart of his people Israel…  14 “Therefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her 

into the wilderness and speak tenderly to her (speak to her heart)” (Hosea 2:14).  I will lead her 

there to win her back – completely!  

The proper explanation will make sense only to those who have learned through secret 
fellowship with God that the wilderness can mean a blessing, that the valley of mulberry 
trees can become a fountain of salvation, and that life’s adversity and loneliness can be 
turned to our advantage… God lures man into the wilderness in order to give him 
paradise, and He makes him lose everything so that he will gain everything” (Herman 
Veldkamp, Hosea: Love’s Complaint, p. 51). 

 
Our text concludes with verse 15: “I will make the valley of Achor into a door of hope.” If 

you remember Joshua 6-7, Achor was the place where Achan was stoned, but this was not the 

end for Israel. 

What are your valleys of trouble?… could it be that your valley of trouble is really a door 

of hope? Could it be that your valley of trouble is becoming a doorway of hope?  
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At the end of the day, our door of hope is none other than Jesus. He said in John 10:9, “I 

am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out and find 

pasture.” 

When God gave us his one and only Son, he gave ALL. And when Jesus died, it seemed 

like we had NOTHING. But what looked for all the world like the deepest valley of the deepest 

trouble complete with a big pile of stones on top of a dead body, well that was not the end. 

Those stones were ROLLED AWAY. And so instead of a pile of stones in a valley to remind us of 

God’s seriousness, we have an open tomb – a door of hope – to remind us of God’s grace! God 

gave all of himself and he wants all of you – now and forever. 

 


