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 Though I have never preached on Genesis 1, how many times have I not referred to the 

creation act of God. Over and over again in dozens of sermons over the years – referring back 

to the beginning and the very-goodness of the beginning. Some flavours of Christianity start the 

story with sin, with brokenness, with where we’re at now. But the most biblically informed 

telling of the story starts at the very beginning, for it is a very good place to start. We start with 

the goodness of creation. 

 God spoke the world into being. God sang and the world came into being. He sang the 

word and the world came to be (reference back to the The Magician’s Nephew, by C.S. Lewis, p. 

106 ff, read earlier in the service). Did you ever take note, though, that the creation of the 

world came not through authoritarian command, so much as it came through invitation? 

Brueggemann: “The command is not authoritarian. It is, rather, ‘let be.’ God gives permission 

for creation to be” (Genesis, p. 30). “Let there be light…” “Let there be a vault between the 

waters…” “Let the land produce vegetation…” “Let the water teem with living creatures…” In 
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Hebrew, this is called the jussive mood… command – but in the sense of wish, blessing, 

request.1 

 In this jussive mood there is (as Brueggemann points out) both a closeness and a 

distance. There is a closeness in that this work of creation is bound up in God’s word… As the 

children noticed that it was almost as if the world was coming straight from the mind of Aslan 

into being. What God desired and intended came about exactly as it was to be.  

And there is a distance… a setting free to be and to act… a respect of the otherness that 

God has both brought into being and in some deep and mysterious way… let go of. And this, 

too, this jussive mood, this dance, this closeness and distance, this is So. Very. Good. 

It's like watching a couple dance… close and tight together, moving as one… and then a 

release for each to move independently, but to the same music.  

 So, is the creation story a salsa? A waltz? A marimba? A cha-cha? Well, yes and no… 

Libraries of conversation and scholarship have gone into the type of literature of these first 

chapters of Genesis. Is this history? Is this science? Is this myth? Is this poetry or psalm? You 

know what might come closest? This chapter here that was just read… It’s gospel. It’s an 

announcement of the good news. It’s an announcement of the Very Good News that God has 

spoken/sung LET THERE BE - and creation has awoken into being. And as a poetic 

announcement of good news, it is less appropriate to explain and analyze this text and more 

appropriate, perhaps, to affirm it and confess it … and sing it! 

 This song of the good news certainly culminates in the creation of human beings, but 

isn’t it interesting to note that the first invitations and blessings of the story of God and God’s 

world are over the non-human swaths of this universe? 

 And then when human beings are created, we are created in the image of God. There 

are all sorts of things that this means, but for today I simply want to say that if God’s jussive 

mood toward his creation is one of ‘let it be,’ should not our mood and connection with the rest 

of creation be reflective of that? I mean, certainly, there is a sense in which our work with the 

material and content of creation is a harnessing and a subduing (a closeness), but if we are to 

                                                        
1 https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Gesenius%27_Hebrew_Grammar/109._Use_of_the_Jussive 
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truly have dominion in the image of our Creator God, then should there not be both a closeness 

and a distance? Should there not be a spirit and a mood of ‘let there be’?  

 If we are to truly rule creation as God’s image bearers on this earth, should our ruling 

not take the shape of God made flesh… the shape of Jesus – the one that we name the king of 

creation – who came not to be served, but to serve… who came and showed us that the one 

who rules is the one who serves? Who came not considering equality with God something to be 

grasped, but made himself nothing, taking on the very nature of a servant. 

 I mean, isn’t Jesus the very image of the invisible God? Jesus’ relationships with people 

were relationships not of authoritarian control, but relationships that did the dance of distance 

and closeness. There was a closeness of trust and intimate knowledge, but also a distance 

which allowed for freedom of action. (think of Jesus’ dance with Nicodemus, with the woman at 

the well, with the rich young ruler, with Peter, with Mary and Martha, with Zacchaeus, even 

with the Pharisees and the teachers of the law). Jesus continued the work of creation as he 

called into being new life in everyone he came in contact with… with invitation and blessing… 

And he continues to this day… creating new life in you and me. “Let there be life!” 

 Let there be life! Let there be light… and there was light… And God saw that the light 

was good. 

 I learned something that I had never noticed before a few weeks ago in my daily reading 

devotionals from Richard Rohr. He pointed out2 that God did not end each day of creation with 

the words, “It was good.” And I was like, What?! And I had to look back at my Bible… Let’s start 

at the end of chapter one…  

 1:31: “God saw all that he had made (animals and humans) and it was very good. And 

there was evening and there was morning. The sixth day.” 

 When God made the creatures that move in the water and fly in the sky on the fifth day, 

he saw that it was good. (1:22) 

 The lights in the skies of day and night on the fourth day? God saw that they were good. 

(1:18). 

 The dry ground and vegetation on the third day? God saw that it was good. (1:13) 

                                                        
2 https://cac.org/our-work-in-co-creating-2018-02-23/  
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 But the end of the second day – when God separated the heavens from the earth. And 

the end of the first day when God separated the darkness from the light, there is no similar 

proclamation. Isn’t that curious?  

 
Perhaps this is already a clue at the very beginning of God’s story… that creation was 

called into being in a state of longing… longing for heaven and earth to be brought back 

together… longing for the reconciliation of all things… longing for the incarnation of God in 

Jesus: 

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and 
for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 
dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.19 For God was pleased to have 
all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the 
cross. Colossians 1:15-20 

 
 Our beloved brother in Christ, Dirk, died this week. And though I don’t know how it 

works or what it means exactly, I believe he is in heaven. And Janet is on earth. His kids and 

grandkids are on earth. We are on earth… missing him and all whom we have lost.  “Things on 

earth and things in heaven”… People on earth and people in heaven. We long for the 
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reconciliation of all things… for the bringing back together of all people… of all creation. And 

that happens in him. In Jesus, all things are held together. 

 
Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, 

robed in flowers of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer; 

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 
 


