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 One of the very popular Christmas songs is a monologue of questions for Mary, the 

mother of Jesus. “Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? Mary 

did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? Did you know that your 

baby boy has come to make us new? This child that you delivered will soon deliver you…” Some 

pastor friends of mine were getting into a little debate about whether this song is appropriate 

or not (dangerous waters, I know - we all get VERY upset when the theology of one of our 

favourite songs is questioned!). One of them said, “Mary, did you know?” How can you even 

ask that! Of course she knew! Read your Bible. The angel Gabriel told her what was going to 

happen! 
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 When you look at the song that Mary sang after she visited her cousin, Elizabeth, it looks 

like she really did know quite a bit. She sings a song about God filling the hungry with good 

things (Luke 1:53) – and later her son, Jesus would declare that he was anointed to proclaim 

good news to the poor (Luke 4:18). In her song, Mary sings that God has lifted up the humble 

(Luke 1:52) – and later Jesus says that he has been anointed to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners (Luke 4:18). “Mary, did you know?” Yes! She knew! She got it. Another pastor friend 

of mine said that if he were still preaching in a congregation (he has a denominational position 

now in the RCA), he would issue a public apology for all the times he has preached about Mary 

being scared or uncertain. Her song shows that she was confident and certain! She knew that 

the Messiah who was to come was going to turn the world upside down. She was a 

revolutionary prophet! 

 Yes, and… did Mary really know? I mean, isn’t there a sense in which she said “Yes, 

Amen, may it be to me as you have said,” before really knowing what she was saying yes to?  

Gabriel gave her some details (“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 

Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,  and he will reign over Jacob’s 

descendants forever; his kingdom will never end” [Luke 1:32-33]) Mmmmm, yup – but Gabriel 

left out a few details there. She said ‘yes’, but she didn’t really know everything that she was 

saying ‘yes’ to. 

 There is a beautiful, and, perhaps, necessary, naiveté with Mary’s ‘yes’. And isn’t this the 

case with many big steps of faith? Who of those of us who are married knew everything about 

what we were getting into when we said ‘I do’? For those of us who are parents – if we made a 

decision to become parents – did we really know what we were getting into? There’s always so 

much more involved in big decisions than we can know at the time we make them (as Tim 

keeps reminding me, every time I want to get a dog). How much more so, Mary? With childlike 

faith, she just said ‘yes.’ She hadn’t made spreadsheets or lists of pros and cons or done all her 

research. She trusted that God would let her know what she needed to know as she followed 

the path that he had for her. 

 And that’s what God did. God slowly taught her. When Joseph and Mary took Jesus to 

the temple to present him to the Lord, they met Simeon who said that he had now seen his 
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salvation which God had prepared in the sight of all nations – a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles and the glory of God’s people, Israel (Luke 2:31-32). This was more than what the angel 

Gabriel had said. Gabriel had just talked about Jacob’s descendants. Simeon was talking about 

all the nations and the Gentiles! Luke 2:33 says that Joseph and Mary marveled over what 

Simeon said to them. And then Simeon turns particularly to Mary and says that this little baby 

was destined to cause the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and that because of him, the 

thoughts of many hearts would be revealed. And that a sword would pierce her soul. Wait, 

what? Is this what I said yes to? Is this what I signed up for? 

 And then, when Jesus was 12 and went to Jerusalem with his parents for the Passover… 

and when he hung back at the temple, sitting with the teachers and asking them questions – 

and his parents came back and were like, where were you?! Jesus said – didn’t you know I had 

to be in my father’s house? But, Luke 2:50 says, Mary and Joseph did not know what he was 

talking about. Mary, did you know? Apparently not completely! 

 In John 2, when Mary was celebrating at a wedding with Jesus, she obviously knew 

something about what Jesus was capable of – telling Jesus they were out of wine and the host 

that he should do whatever Jesus told him to do. But in this case, she seemed to be jumping the 

gun a bit. Jesus was all, “Woman, my time has not yet come!” 

 And then in Mark 3, after Jesus’ ministry had really gotten kicked into gear and Mary 

started realizing how much controversy was stirring around Jesus, she and Jesus’ brothers said 

Jesus was out of his mind. Mary knew, and she didn’t know. 

 There is a verse in the Christmas story that I think is a telling verse for Mary’s whole life 

and gets at Mary’s gift and her need – all in one shot. It’s Luke 2:19 – right after the shepherds 

have come to see the thing that the angels had told them about. It says that all who heard what 

the shepherds said were amazed, but Mary… but Mary treasured up all these things and 

pondered them in her heart. A few different translations of that text help us to appreciate the 

nuances of this sentence. “Mary treasured all these things and turned them over in her mind” 

(Philipps). “Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within herself” (The 

Message). “Mary committed all these things to memory and considered them carefully” (CEB). 

“Mary hid these things in her heart; she continued to think about them” (ICB). “But Mary kept 
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all these things like a secret treasure in her heart. She thought about them over and over” 

(NIRV). 

 Mary had just been through a year of the miraculous. A young girl – told by an angel 

that she would conceive a child under the shadow of the Holy Spirit… and then she experienced 

that… and then the birth of that child and now more angelic declarations. She took all of this… 

all these things… gathered them up together in a treasuring way… and then the Greek for 

‘ponder’ implies that she brought these happenings together in her mind to confer with one 

another… that these happenings gathered up inside of her and had a conversation with each 

other. [Greek: Sumballo].  

 And I believe that this treasuring and pondering didn’t just happen right then for Mary, 

but throughout the rest of Mary’s life. This is the way that we learn from experience. We have a 

particularly earthshattering experience and then that experience, when kept and stewarded 

inside us, is a teacher to us for years to come.  

 Examples of this: A unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (Heidi); Working in the vineyard 

for a summer (Tim)… an experience of loss or pain… Finding out you’ve hurt someone; someone 

hurting you. Being surprised by how God is working in someone else’s life – shattered your 

narratives and assumptions.  

 And this isn’t just ‘learning from our experiences’. This is God teaching us. God taught 

Mary throughout her life. And God teaches us. Jesus says in John 6, “It is written in the 

prophets ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from 

him comes to me” (John 6:45). God teaches us – and God uses our experiences to teach us. Paul 

said in Acts 17 that God “gives everyone life and breath and everything else.” And God “marked 

out [our] appointed times in history and the boundaries of [our] lands. 27 God did this so that 

[we] would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any 

one of us.’” 

 Our experiences are treasures that we gather up in our hearts – gifts from God – 

through which God teaches us throughout our lives. 

 Isn’t this what we are singing in our theme song this season… that we—in this jar of clay 

of our life in this broken world—we have a treasure… And it’s a treasure that gets more 
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precious with time. Though outwardly we are wasting away, inwardly we are being renewed 

day by day… Inwardly, the treasure of the teaching of God – the gospel of God – is growing 

brighter and brighter and stronger and stronger as we move toward the second coming of 

Jesus. 

 Simeon said – in his earthshattering conversation with Joseph and Mary – that because 

of Jesus, the thoughts of many hearts would be revealed. And I suppose that’s the question I 

have for you… if we could open up your heart, what would we see gathered there? What kinds 

of conversations are happening inside? What treasures of your experience and your learning 

would be revealed? What do you ponder? What do you turn over in your  mind? What do you 

know with childlike trust and faith? What don’t you know? What are you curious about? What 

have you said ‘yes’ to, without really knowing what you were agreeing to? And what are you 

open to learning from God in the wake of your ‘yes’ as you grow in wisdom and in stature? 

 
John and Anne’s story: 
https://vimeo.com/305370669?fbclid=IwAR05XprtdXINrlCZ2fS_4ByDAYfLF5IG6qgWYw0272IZ1v
FhWjxdvJEmhIk  
 


