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Introduction: Dreams – have people share a strange dream they had recently? A funny dream? 

A good dream? A scary dream? (Someone shared a good dream she had the night before about 

her dad singing.) 

 One night many years ago, I woke up from a dream. And it was a beautiful dream. You 

see, a few months before this dream, my first husband had died in a car accident and I missed 

him very much. And then I had a dream one night – and it felt different than any dream I had 

ever had before. It was stronger and slower and more real-feeling than other dreams. And in 

my dream, Layton (my first husband) called me on the phone. I picked up the phone and he said 

two things to me. 1) Thank you. 2) It’s so beautiful. And I woke up from that dream sad because 

I missed him, but more sure than ever that he was safe and well in Jesus’ arms. Thank you and 

It’s so beautiful.  

 Now was this Layton communicating to me through my dreams? Or perhaps God was 

giving me a gift of this dream to comfort and assure me. I don’t know, but here’s what I do 

know: this dream gave me a foundation in my past and hope for the future… and I think this is 

true of the other passages we read today, too. In Layton’s saying, Thank You, he was, it seemed, 

thanking me for our relationship and the love that we had shared… a foundation in my past. 
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And he was telling me what paradise was like with Jesus – It’s so beautiful – which gives me 

hope for his future and mine. 

When we meet Jacob in Genesis 28, I think he was also grieving. He had left his parents 

and his twin brother, Esau, was trying to kill him. And on his way between Beersheba and 

Harran, the sun sets, and so he looks for a place to sleep.  

 
He takes a stone and turns it into a pillow and goes to sleep. And while he’s sleeping he has a 

dream. He dreams there is a ladder with angels going up and down on it… and there is the Lord 

– above the ladder… and the Lord says,  

“I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. (That’s the 
foundation in his past… this God has been there with him since before he was born! … 
And then here comes the hope for the future…) I will give you and your descendants the 
land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and 
you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.[d] 15 I am with you and 
will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Genesis 28:13-15 
 

 And when he woke up the next morning, he said, The Lord was here and I didn’t know 

it! How awesome this place is. This is the gate of heaven! He woke up to God, anchored in his 

past, and with hope for the future. He woke up to God, and suddenly this very ordinary place 

was really an extraordinary place… And he took that ordinary stone and he poured oil on it and 

named the place Bethel - The House of God.  

 Now, in the New Testament reading today, from the book of John, Jesus is troubled. He 

is grieved. And he wonders if he should ask God to save him from what was to come… He knew 
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that his death was on the horizon. But, no, he says, I came to die. And then he says, “Father, 

glorify your name.” And now nobody goes to sleep and there are no dreams, BUT a voice comes 

from heaven with a foundation in the past and hope for the future. “I have glorified it” 

(foundation in the past) “and I will glorify it again” (hope for the future). And the people who 

heard said that it sounded like thunder… or maybe an angel had spoken to Jesus. And then 

Jesus said, “That voice was for your benefit… Now is the time… you better wake up, people. 

This world is being held in the grip of the evil one, but I am going to drive that evil one out… and 

then I am going to be lifted up on the cross and I will draw all people to myself.” 

 
 I love how both of our texts today talk about ALL PEOPLE. In Jacob’s dream, it says that 

all the peoples of the earth will be blessed through him and his offspring… and in the vision 

around Jesus, Jesus says, all people will be drawn to him. This is what God is all about… when 

we wake up to him, we find out that our little dreams and our little hopes are just the 

beginning… that God’s dream is so much bigger than any of our little dreams and that God 

wants to bless all people.  

 So today’s spiritual discipline is about Waking Up to God. That could mean lots of 

things… it could mean thinking about God the first thing when you wake up in the morning. It 

could mean going to sleep trusting that God will fill your dreams with comfort and hope… and 

you can wake up more at peace than when you went to sleep because God is filling your 

dreams with good things… 

Mark Chagall, Exodus
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But it could also mean looking around at your daily life and seeing the ordinary things in 

your life – ordinary things like rocks and trees… animals and friends… and recognizing in them 

both something familiar and ordinary and comforting … something linking you to your past… 

AND at the same time, a gateway to heaven… a house of God… something linking you to God 

and to the future. And not just you, but all people… all people drawn together to be blessed by 

God… all people drawn together to be with Jesus. 

 


