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All of us have different conceptions of time, right? For some of us, time moves fast – for 

some, time moves slow… The same amount of time on the clock feels very different to different 

people.  When we’re driving and Zoe asks us if we are ‘almost there’, Tim and I have learned 

that she wants us to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’… she doesn’t want how many minutes or hours it will be, 

just ‘yes’ or ‘no’. And we’ve learned that for her, ‘almost’ means ‘less than five minutes.’ So, if 

we’re driving to Grandpa and Grandma’s house in Michigan and we’re 10 minutes away, and 

she asks if we’re almost there, we have to say ‘no.’ Or sometimes she’ll ask, if it’s almost time 

for something and we’ll say ‘yes’ and she’ll say, ‘your “almost,” or my “almost?”’ Time is 

different for each of us! And seasons are different for each of us. 

And Ecclesiastes 3 says that there is a season for everything.  Ecclesiastes 3 describes 

the full extent of human experience.  Emotions are legitimized… sometimes you will weep and 

sometimes you will laugh.  Behavior is given credibility… sometimes you will build and 

sometimes you will tear down… No matter what you are experiencing, know that there is a 

time for it – and that if what you are experiencing is difficult, you can know that this too, shall 

pass, and there will be another season around the corner. 

 Ecclesiastes 3 actually has many links to the creation account.  Ecclesiastes 3 describes 

the fullness of human experience – just as the creation account in Genesis 1 describes the 

fullness of this universe we live in.  Where it says that God makes everything beautiful in its 

time, that is a synonym for tob – the Hebrew word for good.  God saw all that he had made and 

behold it was very tob, good, beautiful.  The teacher is very observant of the rhythm of the 

created order. 

And I remember the first time I read a little further on and saw the words: God has set 

eternity in the hearts of men.  And I thought, yes!  Here is the way that the teacher in 

Ecclesiastes captures that sense that many people have that this is not the end… why do we 

long for something beyond what we experience now?  Because God made us that way in the 
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beginning!  He placed that desire, that knowledge, that eternity there!  As we learn in Genesis, 

again, God has made us in his image…  As he is immortal, so we long for immortality. 

And as image-bearers, our task is to receive all of this as God’s gift to us: “I know that 

there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they live. That everyone 

may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil—this is the gift of God” (Ecclesiastes 3:12-

13)  SEIZE THE DAY – Carpe Diem! 

But, if you read the rest of the book of Ecclesiastes, and even if you read this poem a 

little more closely, you will find a cynical edge to the teacher’s words.  There is a time for 

everything… but the problem is trying to figure out what it’s time for – and that is so frustrating 

for the teacher.  God has set eternity in his heart, but he cannot fathom what God has done 

from beginning to end.  This is a recipe for frustration… a God-given desire to see beyond the 

pale and, apparently, a God-ordained reality that you cannot have what you desire – you can 

never know what the right timing is on things.  You cannot fathom what he’s doing. 

So, what is the Teacher’s view of God? The Teacher believes God is sovereign, but it’s a 

kind of detached sovereignty… He has a plan but does not reveal it to his people and those who 

want to know what it is. Some commentators have seen this as a kind of Israeli skepticism.  The 

Teacher is skeptical.  There were those in Israel that questioned, were skeptical – not of God’s 

sovereignty, but of his goodness – and there was a kind of depression / cynicism / pessimism 

that came with that.  We see this all through the book of Ecclesiastes.  God knows what’s going 

on but, but we are detached from him. He’s not telling us what’s going on.  That’s just the way 

it is. 

And so, because this is just the way it is and was and always will be – the teacher says, 

deal with it.  You can’t know about tomorrow – you can’t fathom what’s next – so just be happy 

today.  Today is all you have.  The only thing that is certain is that you’ll die – and we don’t 

know what happens after that – so just SEIZE THE DAY. 

Are there areas in your life where you are in the dark?  Frustrated?  Like you don’t know 

what’s next and what time it is and what season it is? Ways in which you feel like you are 

looking through a glass darkly. Ways in which you feel like you’re asking God if it’s almost time 

for something, and he says ‘almost’ and you want to say ‘my “almost” or your “almost”’? And 
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you just wish you had a clearer picture of what it was time for, or what was time come… or 

what to do next? 

Eight years ago… Samara (then 4 years old) told Tim about a dream she’d had: “Dad, I 

wish that I could have a dream and God would tell me what to do in real life.” Tim: That's a 

good wish.  Then Naomi (at 3) said, “I wish that I could talk to dogs.”  S: I wish that I could stand 

next to God and he would talk to me. N: I wish that I could talk to kitties.  S: I wish that I could 

see what God looks like.  Dad, I think... I believe that someday I'll have a dream like that.   

Is this desire a childish fantasy?  Should Tim have said to Samara, “Honey, that’s nice, 

but it’s kind of like believing in Santa Claus.  Once you become old and wise like me, you’ll learn 

to stop dreaming like that. 

Is it true that our only hope is to give in to the fact that it is what it is?  Is the Teacher 

telling the full truth when he says: “I know that there is nothing better for men than to be 

happy and do good while they live. That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all 

his toil—this is the gift of God” (Ecclesiastes 3:12-13).  Is that joy-in-today – is that the only 

answer to our frustration?   

The answer is ‘no.’  Here is something that most of us, including me, don’t realize about 

the book of Ecclesiastes. 95% of the book of Ecclesiastes is set in a context (Ecclesiastes 1:1; 

12:9-14).  There is a broader narrator to the book, and his view of God is a bit different from 

that of the Teacher.  It is not completely different, for our narrator says that the Teacher is 

wise, and that the saying are upright and true (Ecclesiastes 12:9-10). BUT, the narrator says that 

the conclusion to the whole matter is not that life is meaningless.  That might be the conclusion 

of the teacher, but our wise narrator has a different conclusion: our hope lies in fearing God 

and keeping his commandments… (Ecclesiastes 12:13) Look to the rest of Scripture to find 

meaning, my son, my daughter!  Look to the law and the prophets!  Life is not meaningless!  

The Creator speaks to his children!  He reveals the ways of life in the ten words…  

And what is more, Ecclesiastes and the whole Old Testament are within the context of 

the New Testament where we find so much more of the revelation of God’s plan… God’s plan 

to overcome the meaninglessness of life!  Hear the word of the Lord from Romans 8: For the 

creation was subjected to frustration (meaninglessness!), not by its own choice, but by the will 
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of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that[i] the creation itself will be liberated from its 

bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

When we look at the whole of Scripture, we see that instead of the meaningless cyclical 

patterns that the Teacher notices, there is an overarching pattern that God has revealed to us.  

It began with creation.  Creation was subjected to frustration and bonded to decay… but Jesus 

came to subject himself to the powers of meaninglessness and death!   Jesus broke through the 

pattern of frustration and decay!  He became incarnate to restore freedom to creation!  And he 

came to take us somewhere – to take creation somewhere.  He came to make the world right 

again… to make all that is wrong and sad come untrue and to make all that is right and joy-filled 

and shalom happen.   

Because of Jesus coming into the world, we are able to look at the world from a 

perspective of redemption– and in any season and at any time, we can ask… what does 

redemption look like in this instant?  What is God leading us toward? 

One of the things that George, my guide in the Middle East, said over and over again 

while we were together in May was, “There is nothing new under the sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9) 

except for YOU.” And by this, I believe he meant that we have the invitation and calling to work 

with the old, old materials of this world and patterns of this world and of the text and to open 

them up in redemptive ways. And yet, I would push back just a bit to say that there is 

something else new under the sun on this day… There is YOU… but there is also the mercy of 

God, which is NEW every morning… and there is also Jesus who, though he is ancient is new 

every single day. 

 


